REMARKS 

In the Office action mailed January 9, 2004, claim 1 was rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 102 based on U.S. Pat. No. 5,392,804 to Kondo et al., claim 2 was indicated 
allowable if rewritten in independent form, and claims 3-15 were indicated as allowable if 
rewritten to overcome a rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12 to the term "straddle-type." 

Applicants thank the Examiner for the indications of allowability, and hereby 
rewrite claim 2 in independent form and amend claims 3-15 by deleting "straddle-type" and 
"-type". Applicants nonetheless make of record their belief that the term "straddle-type" 
when used to refer to a seat for a four wheeled vehicle, or to the four wheeled vehicle itself, 
is sufficiently definite to satisfy the requirements of 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, since those of ordinary 
skill in the art would understand that it refers to a seat that is straddled by a user during 
operation of the vehicle, or to a vehicle having such a seat. This understanding is supported 
by the fact that the USPTO has issued numerous patents to the assignee of the present 
application that include the term "straddle-type" in the description and claims. 
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The above amendments and remarks are believed to address fully the 



Examiner's rejections, and place the application in condition for allowance. A prompt 

indication of the same respectfully is requested. The Examiner is encouraged to telephone 

the undersigned if any issues remain that may be resolved by a telephonic interview. 
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